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going to come back later on in the
bankruptcy court and recover it. But
Senator GRASSLEY has pointed out, I
think appropriately, the situation
where people give money to a charity
or a church, and he says that should be
considered in a different category. And
I agree. As he has mentioned in the
opening statement, there is a limita-
tion in the law of 15 percent of your an-
nual income that can be given in this
fashion. So we don’t anticipate any
type of abuse in this area.

I thank Senator GRASSLEY. It is a
pleasure to serve with him and work
with him. We have more to follow on
the bankruptcy issue, but I am anxious
to encourage my Democratic col-
leagues today to join with us in voting
for this legislation.

Mr. SARBANES. Will the Senator
yield?

Mr. DURBIN. I will be happy to yield
to the Senator from Maryland.

Mr. SARBANES. I am prompted by
something the ranking member of the
subcommittee said which leads me to
put an inquiry to him and to Senator
GRASSLEY.

There are a number of bankruptcy
districts in the country that are facing
very serious problems in handling their
caseload. I have been in frequent com-
munication with the subcommittee
about this, and obviously my district is
one of them. It has consistently now,
for 4 or 5 years, ranked at the very top
of case overload of all bankruptcy dis-
tricts in the United States. Every
study that has been made has rec-
ommended additional bankruptcy
judges, and I note for a fact that the
existing bankruptcy judges in my dis-
trict are severely overworked. This is
denying economic justice to both credi-
tors and debtors. It is a matter which
needs to be addressed. It is a pressing
crisis.

Now, the House sent over to us some
time ago legislation providing for some
additional judges based on comprehen-
sive studies undertaken by the Admin-
istrative Office of the Courts and by
others. This session is moving along. If
we don’t get some relief, we are going
to continue to have this extraordinary
situation which exists in quite a num-
ber of districts across the country in
terms of reducing their backlog. It is a
very severe problem in a number of dis-
tricts.

I am prompted by Senator DURBIN’s
reference, and Senator GRASSLEY’s as-
sent to it, as I understood it, there is
more to follow. So I just put the in-
quiry whether this is one of the mat-
ters to follow. I would certainly hope
so.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, if I
might say in response to my friend, the
Senator from Maryland, I agree with
him completely. We now know that the
caseload in bankruptcy courts has been
growing every single year. It really
taxes the system, and if not in this leg-
islation, in the following bill I hope we
will provide the resources to make sure
the bankruptcy courts can respond.

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise in
strong support of Senator GRASSLEY’s
bill, S. 1244, which exempts individual
tithes to churches from bankruptcy
proceedings. The exemption is up to 15
percent of income to prevent abuse.

This problem was brought to my at-
tention by the Crystal Evangelical
Free Church in Minnesota, which
prompted my cosponsor of this impor-
tant legislation. The Church was sued
and required to repay tithes given to it
by individuals who had declared bank-
ruptcy. Churches depend on tithes for
their income to operate effectively.
They should not be liable for debt re-
payment of their parishioners.

This legislation is needed to protect
churches from this kind of abuse. It is
the right thing to do. I commend the
Senator from Iowa for his effective
leadership on this issue.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas
and nays have been requested. Is there
a sufficient second? There seems to be
a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under

the previous order, the committee
amendment is agreed to and the bill is
read the third time. The question is,
Shall the bill pass? The yeas and nays
have been ordered. The clerk will call
the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.
The result was announced—yeas 99,

nays 1, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 132 Leg.]

YEAS—99

Abraham
Akaka
Allard
Ashcroft
Baucus
Bennett
Biden
Bingaman
Bond
Boxer
Breaux
Brownback
Bryan
Bumpers
Burns
Byrd
Campbell
Chafee
Cleland
Coats
Cochran
Collins
Conrad
Coverdell
Craig
D’Amato
Daschle
DeWine
Dodd
Domenici
Dorgan
Durbin
Enzi

Faircloth
Feingold
Feinstein
Ford
Frist
Glenn
Gorton
Graham
Gramm
Grams
Grassley
Gregg
Hagel
Harkin
Hatch
Helms
Hollings
Hutchinson
Hutchison
Inhofe
Inouye
Jeffords
Johnson
Kempthorne
Kennedy
Kerrey
Kerry
Kyl
Landrieu
Lautenberg
Leahy
Levin
Lieberman

Lott
Lugar
Mack
McCain
McConnell
Mikulski
Moseley-Braun
Moynihan
Murkowski
Murray
Nickles
Reed
Reid
Robb
Roberts
Rockefeller
Roth
Santorum
Sarbanes
Sessions
Shelby
Smith (NH)
Smith (OR)
Snowe
Specter
Stevens
Thomas
Thompson
Thurmond
Torricelli
Warner
Wellstone
Wyden

NAYS—1

Kohl

The bill (S. 1244), as amended, was
passed.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I
move to reconsider the vote by which
the bill passed.

Mr. DOMENICI. I move to lay that
motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

Mr. DOMENICI addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Mexico.
f

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that there now be a
period for the transaction of morning
business until the hour of 2 p.m. today,
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S. 1260

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that at 2 o’clock,
the Senate begin consideration of S.
1260 under the consent agreement.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DOMENICI addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Mexico.
(The remarks of Mr. DOMENICI per-

taining to the introduction of S. 2072
are located in today’s RECORD under
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.’’)

Mr. DOMENICI. I yield the floor.
Mr. REID addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada.
f

EQUITY IN PRESCRIPTION AND
CONTRACEPTION COVERAGE ACT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, yesterday’s
USA Today headline: ‘‘Viagra height-
ens insurance hopes for comfort care.’’
The first paragraph says:

While health insurers try to decide wheth-
er to pay for the impotence drug Viagra, a
poll shows half of Americans think men
should pay for it themselves.

Mr. President, I will bet those half
are women. Women have really been
treated unfairly in this. Senator OLYM-
PIA SNOWE and I introduced legislation
last May, the Equity in Prescription
and Contraception Coverage Act, which
in effect said that health care providers
that provide prescription drugs should
also provide contraceptives.

We have waited a year. We have not
been able to even get a hearing on this.
The reason I am here today is to speak
for American women who have been
treated so unfairly by male-dominated
legislatures for the last many decades.

Women pay about 70 percent more for
their health care than do men, mostly
related to reproductive problems. We
have a situation where we have 3.6 mil-
lion unintended pregnancies in this
country every year. And 45 percent of
them wind up in abortions. We find
these insurance companies, these
health care providers, will pay for a
tubal ligation, they will pay for abor-
tions, they will pay for a vasectomy,
but they will not provide money for the
pill.

An average pregnancy, unintended
pregnancy, in this country costs an av-
erage of about $1,700. I say, why can’t
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